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MISSION
To coordinate efforts to conserve and 
enhance natural resources and the rural 
way of life in the Blackfoot watershed 
for present and future generations.

APPROACH
At our core, the Challenge is a way of 
doing things. We bring people together, 
facilitate respectful conversations 
focused on shared values, and build 
trust. By following this approach, we 
coordinate responses to community 
needs and find homegrown solutions 
that stand the test of time.

CORE VALUES
 − Inclusiveness
 − Collaboration
 − Transparency
 − Trust

BOARD AND STAFF 
EXECUTIVE
Jim Stone Rolling Stone Ranch, 
Ovando; Chair
Randy Gazda* US Fish & Wildlife 
Service, Vice-Chair
Patrick Bannister Potomac Landowner, 
Treasurer
Denny Iverson Iverson Ranch, 
Potomac; Secretary
David Mannix  
Mannix Brothers Ranch, Helmville

DIRECTORS
Brent Anderson  
Conifer Logging, Lincoln
Randy Arnold Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks
Joe Ashor* Bureau of Land Management
Patti Bartlett Seeley Lake Elementary
Chris Bryant The Nature Conservancy
Andy Erickson E Bar L Guest Ranch, 
Greenough
Rachel Feigley* US Forest Service, 
Seeley Lake
George Hirschenberger Retired Bureau 
of Land Management
Jason Jewett US Bank, Helena
Todd Johnson Pyramid Mountain 
Lumber, Seeley Lake
Leigh Kelley Paws Up Ranch, Greenough
Jack Mulcare Greenough Landowner
Mike O’Herron Montana Dept. of 
Natural Resources and Conservation
Harry Poett Ovando Landowner
Robert Ray Montana Dept. of 
Environmental Quality
Michael Stansberry* US Forest 
Service, Lincoln
STAFF
Charles Curtin Executive Director
Kelsey Bailey Range Rider
Traci Bignell Finance Manager
Elaine Caton Education & Swans
Deb Dillree Office Administrator
John Englert Elk Hunt Coordinator
Karyn Good Economics
Eric Graham Wildlife Technician
Karen Laitala Vegetation
Signe Leirfallom Forestry 
Jordan Mannix Range Rider
Caitlin Mitchell Program Assistant 
Sigrid Olson Range Rider
Kali Orton Operations Manager
Sara Schmidt Communications Manager
Jennifer Schoonen Water Steward
Brad Weltzien Land Steward
Sydney Weydemeyer  
Operations Manager

* Board Partner     

Jim Stone and  
Randy Gazda checking 
on a newly-installed 
electric fence.



BLACKFOOT COMMUNITY 
CONSERVATION AREA:  
60 acres of open pine grassland 
restored to historic conditions

“We’re all committed to this place, private 
landowners and public agencies alike. We come 
together to share, think big picture, and come 
up with solutions that work for everyone.  
I’m proud of what this place has become.” 
—BEN SLAGHT BCCA COUNCIL CHAIR

CONSERVATION 
STRATEGIES:  
1 Estate and 

Succession Planning 
Workshop delivered

SWANS:  
5 trumpeter swan nests 
produced 11 cygnets 
(baby swans)
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EDUCATION:  
More than 200 students and adults 
engaged in place-based learning about 
wildlife, water, forests, and fire science

“I feel like if I ask for help providing 
watershed education programs to my 
students, it will be there.” 
—SURVEY FEEDBACK FROM A BLACKFOOT 
WATERSHED TEACHER

WATER:  
More than 100 landowners 

received weekly irrigation 
and soil health reports
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 VEGETATION:  
370 acres treated 
across fence lines
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FORESTRY:  
More than 400 acres 

treated to increase 
community safety and 

improve forest resilience

LAND STEWARDSHIP:  
50 landowners 

received personalized 
stewardship assistance

RURAL SUSTAINABILITY:  
1 Envision Lincoln plan 
produced, outlining next steps 
for economic and community 
development 

“Living and ranching in the Blackfoot means sharing the 
space with a diverse array of wildlife. We have to be willing 

to modify old habits and adapt as we go. As we do, we 
become ever-better stewards of this landscape.”  

—JUSTIN IVERSON IVERSON RANCH

WILDLIFE: 
More than 90% of 
ranchers participated 
in conflict reduction 
programs

Photo by Brad Weltzien

Photo by Blackfoot Angler

Photo by Amy McNamara

Photo by Signe Leirfallom

Map by Mary McFadzen

LINCOLN



B L AC K FO OT C H A L L E N G E  STO R I ES :  M A N N I X B ROT H E RS  RA N C H

The Mannix family has 
owned and managed 
a diverse ranch in the 

heart of the Blackfoot watershed 
since 1882. Five generations 
of Mannixes have worked this 
landscape interwoven with 
streams that irrigate crops, 
provide water for cattle, and 
support blue ribbon native trout 
fisheries. 

“Clean water is an indicator of sustainable 
management. Ranchers manage that 
landscape and it’s a measure of how well 
we’re doing it. In a real practical sense it’s 
about our survival.”

Over the years, David has experienced the 
power of partnerships firsthand, through 
ranch improvements such as sustainable 
grazing plans, effective drought planning, and 
restored trout habitat.

When David joined the Blackfoot Challenge 
Board in 2002, he brought with him the 
“80/20 rule,” a hallmark of the Challenge’s 
community-based approach. 

“We can agree on so many things if we just 
talk to people about what they want to 
achieve. If you can focus on the 80% of issues 
that we agree on, we can work together, build 
trust, and find success. Then if we do disagree, 
the trust is there to keep working on the other 
20%.” 

“Most of our kids would like to return to the 
ranch, if they haven’t already. A major reason 
why is because of this approach. We actively 
work together. This attitude attracts people.” 

”If you can focus 
on the 80% of 
issues that 
we agree on, 
we can work 
together, build 
trust, and find 
success.”

DAVID MANNIX
RANCHER, HELMVILLE
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W hen Leigh and Kyle 
Kelley got married 
on the banks of the 

Blackfoot River in 2001, they could 
only imagine how those waters 
would bind them, their forthcoming 
family, their community, and 
ultimately their livelihood. 

Today, Leigh and her husband 
manage the Paws Up Ranch, a job 
that puts them at the center of decisions that will 
impact both them and the entire watershed for 
years to come.

“Our vision of the river was narrower in the past. 
Now we recreate on it, share it with friends and 
family, teach our kids science in its waters.”

A search for community-based solutions led Leigh 
to become a board member of the Blackfoot 
Challenge.  Outfitters, guides, irrigators and fish – 
all depend on the health of the river. 

“The water binds us all together, and we have to 
find a balance between these uses.  
A drought management plan helps us do that 
here on Paws Up Ranch.”

She sees the work at the Blackfoot 
Challenge as seeking to find common 
ground in a shared landscape, with 
the greatest beneficiaries being her 
children. 

“When I look long-term, we want to set 
future generations up to succeed – and 
that means looking at a variety of 
perspectives, not just our own.”

BLACKFOOT CHALLENGE STORIES: THE KELLEY FAMILY & PAWS UP RANCH

“The water 
binds us all 
together, 
and we have to 
find a balance 
between these 
uses.”

LEIGH KELLEY & FAMILY 
RANCH MANAGER, PAWS UP 
GREENOUGH
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DONORS
We extend enormous gratitude to our many 2018 donors! The majority of our 
projects are funded with public, private and foundation grants, while gifts 
from private individuals are critical to match and coordinate these project 
funds. Your support in 2018 made our work possible. 
Charlie and Sydne Abernathy
Gary and Dona Aitken
Amazon Smile Foundation
Bob Anderson
Brent and Carla Anderson
Anonymous (14)
Benjamin Anschuetz
Randy Arnold
Joe and Myra Ashor
Bill Avey and Crystal Coffey-
Avey
Lou and Lila Bahin
Thomas and Karen Barbour
Sou Mayahi-Barrett and John 
Barrett
John and Nina Baucus
Jim and Norma Bauer
Mike and Lisa Bay
Jill Belsky and Stephen Siebert
Gene Benedict
Katherine Bidwell
Big Bear Sign Co.
Big Blackfoot Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited
Jim and Carrie Bignell
Traci Bignell
Marty and Avalon Billquist
Blackfoot Commercial 
Company
Blackfoot Telephone 
Cooperative
Neal Blossom and Kathie 
Roos
Ellen Blum
Jim and Sally Bogaert
Lee and Judy Boman
Bryan and Meg Bradshaw
Stan and Glenda Bradshaw
Johnny and Katherine Bratton 
in Memory of Mr. & Mrs. John 
Stone
Nancy Braun
Pat and Nina Brock
Tom Browder and Carolyn 
Lewis
Bret and Susan Brunner
John Bucklin
Linda Bucklin

Toone Burchenal
Todd Burdick
Bureau of Land Management
Stoney Burke
Bob Bushnell
Elaine Caton and Tim 
Swanberg
Virginia Causey
Centennial Construction 
Corp.
Brian Chaffin
Cinnabar Foundation
Clearwater Montana 
Properties, Inc.
Clearwater Resource Council
Rich Clough and Mary Sexton
Jack and Pat Cohen
David and Jody Cooley
John Patrick Corkran
Gene and Lynn Coughlin
Jay and Camille Coughlin
Ron and Elva Cox
Cross Charitable Foundation, 
Inc.
Robert and Delores Curry
Charles Curtin
John and Cheryl Dale
Ty and Alyssa Daniels
Bill Davis
Defenders of Wildlife
Frank and Pat DeLeo
Juan de Santa Anna
Larry and Debbie Dillree
DRKK Farms Inc.
John Duffield and Kathleen 
Ort
Ali Duvall
Pen and Liz Edwards
Tim Edwards and Gayle 
Hudgins
Andy and Connie Erickson
Phyllis and Teresa Evans 
in Memory of Albert C. & 
Blanche B. Evans
John and Jan Farrar
Five on Black
Bruce Fleming
Fred and Becky Fleming

Pat Fogarty in Memory of Bill 
Fogarty
Karen and Robert Frank-
Plumlee
Racene Friede
Alexandra Fuller
Garnet Mountains Property 
Owner Association
Alden Garrett
Randy Gazda
GE Foundation
Nancy Gloman
Hank and Cathy Goetz
James Goetz
Carleen Gonder
Scott Gordon
Eric and Andrea Graham
Granite County Conservation 
District
Kimberly Green
Bee Hall and Marta Ernst
Jon Haufler and Carolyn Mehl
Ernest Hausmann
Skip Hayes
Cora and Scott Helm
Nick and Kristin Hessler
Tyler and Mary Hollow
Mike and Sue Holzer
Barry Hood and Eliza Frazer
Kathryn Hopkins
Jerry and Rochelle Hover
Norma Hughes
Tucker Hughes
John Hunter
Don Hurst and Patti Bailey
Thomas Ide and Mary Ann 
Smith
I Know Jack, LLC
Instrumentl, Inc.
Denny and Charlotte Iverson
J & J Manufacturing
Gary and Sharon Jacobsen
Chuck and Gerry Jennings
Steve and Suzanne Jester
Cassandra Jochim
John C. Bock Foundation
Bob Johnson



Heather Johnson and Brad 
Andres
Matt Johnson
Roger and Rhea Johnson
Jamie Jonkel
Mike Kadas
Steve and Amber Kamps
Ward Kemmer and Peggy 
Adams
Daniel Kemmis
Lisa Kemp
Kendeda Fund
Larry Kenney
David and Kathy Kesheimer
Kettlehouse Brewing
Charlie and Marcia Knell
Bob and Ellen Knight
Rick and Sue Knudsen
Hod and Willa Kosman
John and Renee Kowalski
Rich and Sally Lane
Tom and Judy Lehman
Leidos Charity Program, on 
behalf of Patrick Bannister
Peter Lenmark
Lewis & Clark Brewing Co.
Tony Liane
Land Lindbergh and Janet 
McMillan
De Little
Livestock Loss Board
Jerry Loendorf
Logjam Presents
Chris and Jean Lorentz
Tim and Donna Love
Ernie and Renee Lundberg
Fred Lurie
Natalie Lyon
Brent and Stacey Mannix
Cole Mannix and Eileen 
Brennan in Memory of Bert 
Mannix
Darlene Mannix
David, Peggy and Jordan 
Mannix in Memory of Robert 
Hall
Randy and Maureen Mannix
Mannix Brothers, Inc.
Terry Mansfield
Carol Marburger
Les and Rita Marcum
Bruce Margolius in Memory 
of Bert Mannix
Jerry and Sharon Marks
David Marshall

Addrien Marx
Bill Massee
Gary and Judy Matson
Mary McClung
Lori, Mike and Janice 
McCormick
Brian and Tyra McDonald
John and Patricia McDowell
Mike and Sharon McLane
Eloise McNally
Ted and Kim Mead
Stanley Meyer
A. Eugene and Myrtle Miller
Dave and Marcy Miller
Shelley Miller in Memory of 
Wendy Lofting
Peter Milliken
Phoebe Milliken
Missoula County Weed 
District
Caitlin Mitchell
M.J. Murdock Charitable 
Trust
Montana Audubon
Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality
Montana Department 
of Natural Resources & 
Conservation
Montana Environmental 
Education Association
Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks
Montana Poverty Water Well 
Drilling
Montana Watershed 
Coordination Council
Monument Group L.P. in 
Memory of Fred Danforth
Jim Morris
Morris Ranch
Marguerite Munsche
National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service
Karen and Tim Neel
Paraic and Becky Neibergs
Arnold and Portia Nelson
James and Faylene Nelson
Doris Neudecker
Larry and Nadine Newman
Katy Ng
Mike and Jeanette Nordahl

North Powell Conservation 
District
Northside Brewing Company
Tom and Patricia Nygren
Roy and Susan O’Connor
Mike and Carrie O’Herron
Phil and Chris Oakenshield
Andrew and Karen Oberg
Travis Ochs
Shawn and Kirsten Pabst
Jan Parks in Memory of Jane 
Stone
Patagonia
Paws Up Ranch, LLC
Perk Perkins
Danielle Perrine
Robert and Marietta Pfister
Harry and Cindy Poett
Ponderosa Snow Warriors
Wym and Jan Portman
Jim Posewitz and Gayle Joslin
Betty Potter in Memory of 
Bill Potter
Pam and Ken Price
Jay and Kay Proops
Pyramid Mountain Lumber, 
Inc.
Wendell and Sherri Rafter
Bob Rangitsch
Jack and Belinda Rich
Larry and Susan Richardson
Royal Riedinger in Memory 
of Cooper Burchenal
Sandra Roe
Rolling Stone Ranch, LLC
Dennis and Mata Rolston
Paul Roos
Paula Roos and Steve 
Zediker
Roseburg Forest Products
Edward and Nancy 
Rosenthal
John Rundquist and 
Elizabeth Andrews
Joann and Bob Sackman
Sagemont Investment Group
John and Gayle Salisbury
Nick and Jessie Salter
Robert Sanders
Susanne Sanders
Dave Savstrong
Lynn Scarlett
Thomas and Karen Schilke
Janelle Schiller



Duane Schlabach
David Schmidt
Jason Schmidt
Judy Schmidt
Sara Schmidt
Jennifer and Tony Schoonen
Seeley Lake Community 
Foundation
Hugh and Barbara Sheehy
Margaret Sheldon
Steve and Kathleen Shirley
Brian and Karen Sippy
Alivia and Ty Smith
Annick Smith
Michael Snyder
Soil Water Conservation 
District of Montana, Inc.
Janet Hoyt and Elizabeth 
Sperry
Thor Stensrud
Wade and Diana Stitt
Glendon and Joy Stocking
Steve and Virginia Stocks
Jim, Colleen and Brady Stone
Jim and Karen Stutzman
Cindy Super
David and Irene Swanberg
Stuart and Alison Swanberg
Bob Swanson
Robin Tawney Nichols and 
Nick Nichols
Anne Taylor and John 
Richardson
Roy and Maxine Taylor in 
Memory of Melvin Hamilton 
and Wayne McNally
Randy and Sharon Teague
The Brainerd Foundation
The Llewellyn Foundation
The Merlin Foundation
The Nature Conservancy
The Perkins Charitable 
Foundation
The Trailhead
The Wilderness Society
Mary Edith Thogersen
Ryan Thompson

Robin Tokmakian in 
Memory of Barbara Haines 
Tokmakian and Roscoe 
Haines
Rich Torquemada and 
Cherie Peacock
John Tubbs and Stephenie 
Ambrose Tubbs
Christine Tull
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
University of Montana
US Bank
James and Marcia Valeo
Peter and Maria van Loben 
Sels
Louis and Mary Vero
Klaus and Beate von 
Stutterheim
Alan and Gloria Wahlin
Steve and Chris Wallace
John and Valerie Warehime
Vicki Watson
Western Bear Foundation
Douglas Webber and Nancy 
Winslow
Roxane Weikel
Brad Weltzien
Gary and Beverly Weltzien
David and Mary Dale Wesley
Sydney Weydemeyer
Bob Whaley
Andy and Diane Whitehead
Wildland Hydrology, Inc.
Laura Williams
Lytle Williams
Elinor Williamson in Memory 
of Pat Heald
Jeff Wilson and Shoni Card
Mark and Pam Wilson
Roberta Wingfield in 
Memory of Price Williams
Gary and Rita Wolfe
Steve and April Woodhouse
Charles Zlock
Janice Zuroff

“CHANGE YOUR PACE 
CHALLENGE” VIA SEELEY LAKE 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION:
Brynn Bellingham and 
Brendan Casey
Nancy Braun
Gary and Wanda Burnett
Chris and Jean Lorentz
Ernie and Renee Lundberg
Roger Marshall
Thomas and Helene Michael
Rolling Stone Ranch, LLC
Robert Shaffer
Dan and Sue Stone
Westslope Excavation

“GIVING TUESDAY” VIA 
NETWORK FOR GOOD:
Susan Johnson Abele
Brynn Bellingham and 
Brendan Casey
Chris Bryant and Julie 
Kightlinger
Gary and Wanda Burnett
Elaine Caton and Tim 
Swanberg
Jen Cummins
John Everist
Diane Herlson
Karen Laitala
Signe Leirfallom
Addrien Marx
Jerry Michael
Kevin Michael
Phil Mitchell
Kali Orton
Kalin Raible
Jennifer and Tony Schoonen
Irene Swanberg
Ryan Thompson and Caitlin 
Twohig
Karen Stordahl Trepanier
Brenda Wetzel

VIA MONTANA STATE 
EMPLOYEE CHARITABLE 
GIVING CAMPAIGN:
Cory Calnan
Michael Kustudia
Robert Ray



 
WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTIONS   $ 129,835

ENDOWMENTS  
 Blackfoot Stewardship Endowment Fund  $ 639,598 

 BCCA Endowment Fund  $ 415,704

WITH DONOR RESTRICTIONS   $ 330,747

BLACKFOOT COMMUNITY 
CONSERVATION AREA (LAND)   $ 1,891,284

TOTAL ASSETS   $ 3,498,943
TOTAL LIABILITIES    ($ 81,103)

TOTAL NET ASSETS     $ 3,498,943

NET ASSETS 

A heartfelt thanks to our many 2018 
donors! For a complete list of supporters, 

please view our online annual report at 
www.blackfootchallenge.org

SOURCE OF FUNDS
Programs $928,977

Unrestricted $168,241

USE OF FUNDS
Programs $1,010,860

Support Services & Fundraising $285,100

State 
27%

Federal 
25%

Foundation
20%

Corporate
12%

Forestry 33%

Support
Services

Fund-
raising

9% Conservation 
Strategies & BCCA 

4% Education

1% Vegetation

11% Wildlife

15% Water

Economics 2%

Partnerships & 
Land Stewardship 25%

Events & Misc. 4%

Individuals 12%

S TAT E M E N T  O F  F I N A N C I A L  P O S I T I O N  ( D E C .  3 1 ,  2 0 1 8 )
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Blackfoot Challenge, Inc  
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