


For over 20 years now the Blackfoot Challenge 
has worked through partnership and consensus 
to respond to change. We rely on the 

strength of our communities to weather changes 
in water availability, wildlife conflict, wildfire and 
landownership, and realize that each one presents us 
with an opportunity to be better partners.

We think of our work as a progression - from 
conservation, through restoration, to stewardship.  
We work together across ownerships and livelihoods 
to find solutions to the common problems we face. 
And the solutions are working.  We will continue to 
pick up carcasses from ranches because it has proven 
to be a successful strategy for reducing conflicts 
with grizzly bears and wolves. We will also continue 
to coordinate a voluntary approach to “shared 
giving” during drought because of the benefits 
for fish, irrigators and anglers. The same goes for 
weeds, forestry and trumpeter swans, as well as new 
opportunities related to economics, recreation and 
soil health.

This kind of stewardship needs sustaining.  
We need to support the programs that 
support us. With your participation, 
your ideas, and your support, the 
Challenge will continue finding 
solutions that protect our 
livelihoods, our families,  
and our future. 

Thank you all for another great 
year.

Jim Stone
Rolling Stone Ranch, Ovando  
Blackfoot Challenge Board Chair
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