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Message from the Chairman

s we celebrate 25 years of partnerships this year, | am inspired to
Areﬂect on how far we've come. A quarter,. century ago, the challenge

facing us was how to weave together this remarkable landscape of
mountains, wetlands, and wildlife with seven distinct communities. Itis
incredible to know that so much of that original vision to restore a river
has been attained. IUis a testament to a process thatwaorks.

This process is based on being inclusive, finding common ground, treating
one another with respect, building trust, and giving credit—not taking it.

It defies the prevailing logic of seeking quick success, and shows the value
of taking thelong view when it comes to what's best for communities and

conservation.

In'many ways, though, we have simply built a foundation for. the work that
lies ahead. Following ten years of Gary Burnett's strong leadership as the
Challenge’s executive director, we have a new director, Gharles Curtin:
With a background in collaborative conservation and rural development,
Charles sees‘opportunities for. the Challenge in
science and economics, andin creating greater,
synergy and integration across our existing
programes.

This year, we are taking time to reflect and
aligniourselves for another quarter century
of community-based outcomes in the
Blackfoot. Itis the process that got
us here, and it's the process thatwill
continue moving us forward.

Asalways, | am grateful and
humbled to be able'towork with all
of you. Thank you for:25years.

rm@ ~ it

Photo by Mark lozovich . o ‘r

Board & Staff

EXECUTIVE

Jim Stone Rolling Stone Ranch,
Ovando; Chair

Randy Gazda* US Fish & Wildlife
Service; Vice-Chair

Patrick Bannister Potomac
Landowner, Treasurer

Denny Iverson Iverson Ranch,
Potomac; Secretary

David Mannix

Mannix Brothers Ranch, Helmville

DIRECTORS
Brent Anderson
Conifer Logging, Lincoln

Randy Arnold Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks

Joe Ashor* Bureau of Land
Management

Patti Bartlett Seeley Lake
Elementary

Mark Bostrom Montana Dept.
of Natural Resources and
Conservation

Chris Bryant
The Nature Conservancy

Andy Erickson E Bar L Guest
Ranch, Greenough

Rachel Feigley* US Forest
Service, Seeley Lake

George Hirschenberger Retired
Bureau of Land Management

Jack Mulcare Greenough

,!'t Landowner

Todd Johnson Pyramid
Mountain Lumber, Seeley Lake

Mike 0'Herron Montana Dept.
of Natural Resources and
Conservation

Harry Poett Ovando Landowner

Robert Ray Montana Dept. of
Environmental Quality

Michael Stansberry*
US Forest Service, Lincoln

STAFF
Gary Burnett Executive Director

Kelsey Bailey Range Rider

Brynn Bellingham
Operations Manager

Traci Bignell Grants, Contracts &
Finance

Elaine Caton Education & Swans
Deb Dillree Office Administrator
John Englert Elk Hunt Coordinator
Karyn Good Economics

Eric Graham Wildlife Technician
Karen Laitala Weeds

Signe Leirfallom Forestry

Jordan Mannix Range Rider
Caitlin Mitchell Program Assistant
Claire Muller Trails & Weeds
Liaison

Sigrid Olson Range Rider

Kali Orton Operations Manager

Sara Schmidt Outreach, BCCA &
Conservation Strategies

Jennifer Schoonen Water Steward
Brad Weltzien Land Steward

* Board Partner



Voluntary water stewardshlp grogfm&"ed in

shared knowledge and shared'commitment.

— With the third summer of drought in a row, facilitated a “shared
giving” approach to drought response, involving 90 landowner water
conservation plans, reaching thousands of visiting floaters and anglers,
and sustaining habitat for native trout.

- Conducted boater education and
monthly testing on three local lakes
with volunteers to help prevent
invasive mussel introduction.

— Created weekly irrigation reports
guiding 100 l[andowners on improving
soil health and operating with limited
water,

— Monitored 10 streams to better
inform restoration and drought
planning, including seven later
burned by the Rice Ridge wildfire.

Phota by Stephen Beaumont

Vegetation
Integrated, locally-led
approaches to invasive plant

management across fence lines.

- Held two Vegetation Committee
meetings connecting agencies
and Vegetation Management Area
landowners.
Offered recommendations to
landowners on plant identification, herbicide application, and seed
varieties.
Hired Trails and Weeds Liaison in cooperation with the Seeley Lake
Ranger District for the third year in a row.
Hosted presentations on weed control strategies in Ovando and
Lincoln.
s o Hosted two weed pulls at the Russell Gates Fishing Access Site for
"-sm e the 19th year in a row - the longest running Challenge event!
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BCCA

5,600/acres managed

cooperatively by community:

council for: multiple uses.

— CGommpleted forestireatmentsion
250 acres to improve foresthealth ; ¥ :
andwildiiteliapitat; Willereaucing, 1 | 1
hazardous fuels, ) g A — 22 sl by Sara chmit

— Jreated 200 acres of weeds across.  Se————
boundaries throughbiological and
CHEMICaliContiols:

=~ Managedtwo grazingleases onover:4,000/acres using innovative
StEWardsnip tobls:

= Established a 5-mile fuelbreakialong Freline Roadin preparation for

Rice Ridgewildfire. oy (¥ AR T TR
= Hosted VolUnteerday todigip houndstengu ; ] life conflicts through

KIGSKaandibuildaiiew natiuretrail,

BB A leld o in June - public welcorr proactive and preventative strategies.

— Picked up over 270 carcasses from 35 Blackfoot ranches during
calving season to avoid attracting predators.
Range Riders monitored predator activity and increased herd
supervision on ranches and grazing leases in the Potomac, Ovando
and Helmville areas from May through
October.
Monitored carnivores, including
wolverine and lynx, throughout the
watershed during winter to inform
forest restoration and management.
Elk Hunt Coordinator continued to meet
with interested landowners to schedule
hunts and explore solutions to reducing
elk use of private lands.
Distributed free bear spray to Blackfoot
hunters through a partnership with
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks.

ol by Sara chrict



Education e end
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Nurturing watershed awareness and stewardship L g , SHaNgtHECOMMUnNItyased
through place-based education. ' i el andipartiershipEcentered;

- Over 350 students from seven schools attended Youth Field Days at 7 ke | ; dPRIOACHWILHIGLIErS?
Lincoln’s Sculpture in the Wild. = 4 A L b = Reached over3i600indivi Lrougn

workshiops, tours; and
Inithewatersfied and atregionaliand
national events.

- Rotating naturalist speaker series included avalanche awareness,
animal tracking, fish biology, and bear safety.

— K-12 students monitored stream temperatures and flows in their Gheck-n'in Lincoln in February for 6ver 60 partners
communities. nterestediin recreation development.:
— Over 60 students visited the bird T : Overb0imembersiattended ourannual meetingat-Double Arrowin
banding station in Seeley Lake. | - P arrozr.
3 > AR launched the Economics Committeeand hired an ECoRnomIcs

~ — Hosted family.friendly presentations

S nchels ely bj_‘rds,aﬁd s Goordi o /facilitate community-based economic developmentin
, b ‘

tNewatersheds:

plants, é‘nd bilg

; ]:-Mnnerteﬁardnel



Land Stewardship Swans

Supporting landowners through stewardship Restoring trumpeter swans to their native habitat
assistance’one property at a time. on Blackfoot wetlands since 2004.
~ Provided over 50 [andowners with : = Atleast 50 trumpeters returnedto the watershed lastsummer.
personalized natural resource — Fve trumpeter swan pairs nested.
managementassistance. — A total of 19 cygnets fledged - the mostin a single year yet -
— Initiated Soil Health Workgroup tojidentify. bringing the total'to 60 since 2011,
andiexplore managementtools and
technlques for the Blackfoot

L | Phiota by Masi rathers Ranch




Conservation Strategies. Forestry

Coordinating land conservation and stewardshlp : Restoring forest health and reducing

to keep working landscapes intact. - wildfire risk near communities.

- Held annual meeting with landowners, agencies, and land trustsin - Provided on-site forest health and fuel
April focused on sharing information and leveraging conservation reduction education to 50 landowners.
opportunities. - Coordinated 350 acres of hazardous fuel
Hosted numerous Clearwater-Blackfoot Project Workgroup meet reduction around homes to improve
in coordination with The Nature Conservancy. communlty and firefighter safety.
Coordinated discussions exploring the potential for community ' Iocal jobs and prowded wood
forests in Clearwater Valley and the Twin Creeks area. )

Three recreation interns monitored summertime use and interacted
with visitors on the Clearwater-Blackfoot Project.
Co-hosted the 3rd Annual Revive & Thrive at Fawn Pond.

of domg busmess "
—Robert Bonnie

P Former Under Secretary for Natural
vy Resources and Environment, USDA

. Phota by The Nature Corsenvancy



dneinaliengeinds oneothe most
rs approves an annual CRET P POa T d0VANCEU FECOord KEEPINESyStems:
ured private donations, pUBIEEWArdsiand) Iorainancialsand grantsthative

1d Endowment CHMBRER._°" Seen across the state of Montana.
\SSETS Ihis greatly enhances both their
NET ASSETE : ' EITICIENcy dnd productivity:=
UNRESTRICTED $1396,688 —Dan Feterson Auditor, Eeterson CEA Group
BOARD DESIGNATED $ 395052
PERMANENTLY RESTR D) SOURCE OF FUNDS
Blackfoot Stewardship Endowment £ $ 697,825 o) Sz a3l
BCCA Endowment $ 482,662

BLACKFOOT COMMUNITY _ " - T
CONSERVATION AREA (LAND) $ 1,891,284  indvidusles% | Nt

51%

TOTAL ASSETS $ 3,814,411 Programs 81%
TOTAL LIABILITIES ($ 69,772) Foundations 30%

TOTAL NET ASSETS $ 3,744,639

A heartfelt thanks to our many 2017 Annual Fund donors! For a complete list of
supporters, please view our online annual report at www.blackfootchallenge.org.

Blackfoot Challenge, Inc PO Box 103/405 Main St. ® Ovando, MT 59854 m 406-793-3900 M outreach@blackfootchallenge.org

Phata by Mannix Brothers Ranch



DONORS

We extend enormous gratitude to our many 2017 .donors! The majority of ourprojects are funded with public, private and foundation grants,
while gifts from private individuals are critical to-match'and ‘coordinate these project funds. Your stpportin 2017 made ourwork possible.

Annual Report Listing
Anonymous Donors (18)
Anonymous Donor n
Memory Of Patricia Benedict
Lobdell

Anonymous Donorin
Memor OfHohn Stone &
Grant Hamilton
Anonymous Donorin
Memory Of Barbara Haines
Tokmakian & Roscoe Haines
Grover and Carol Aldrich

In Memory Of Jerry “Jake”
Jacobsen

Amazon Smile Foundation
Bob Anderson

Elizabeth Andrews and
John Rundguist In Honor Of
Confluence Ranch

Tony and Po Anthony In
Mengnory vag\llg%dy Wins{:)w
Lofting

Joanna and Charles
Arensberg In Memory Of Ms.
Wendy Winslow Lofting
Randy and Sandy Arnold
Joe and Myra Ashor

David Atkins

Lou and Lila Bahin

Patrick and Bernadette
Bannister

Thomas and Karen Barbour
In Memory Of Elizabeth
Barbour Cocchiarella

Dianne Barnes
John and Nina Baucus
Mike and Lisa Bay

Brynn Bellingham and
Brendan Casey

Jill'Belsky and Stephen
Siebert

Angela Bennett
Benson Brothers

Brook Berlind In Memory Of
Wendy Winslow Lofting
Katherine Bidwell In Memory
Of Jane and Johnny Stone
Big Bear Sign Co.

Big Blackfoot Chapter of
Trout Unlimited

Jim and Carrie Bignell
Traci Bignell

Bignell Ranch Co.
Birds & Beasleys
Kathleen Birdsall

Blackfoot Commercial
Company

Blackfoot Telephone
Cooperative

Neal Blossom and Kathie
Roos

Ellen Blum

Jim and Sally Bogaert

Lee and Judy Boman
Mark Bostrom

Bryan and Meg Bradshaw

Stan and'Glenda Bradshaw

Johnny and Katherine
Bratton

Nancy Braun
John Briel
Pat and Nina Brock

Thomas and Marlene Brown
In Memory Of Wendy
Winslow Lofting

Bret and Susan Brunner
Budee Camp LLC

Rich Clough and Mary Sexton

Sharon and Maynard Clough
In Memory Of Robert Griffes

Ron Cocchiarella

Fay Buhln Memory Of Beth‘,-' (|

Cocchiarella
Bull Creek Forestry, Inc.

Charles and Margaret
Burback

Stoney Burke

Gary and Wanda Burnett
Bob Bushnell

Leelyn and Theresa Cahoon
Jerome and Elizabeth Cain

Edward Callaghan and
Valerie Hedguist

Virginia Causey

Center for Large Landscape
Conservation

Prof. Brian Chaffin

Mark and Bonnie Christian
Cinnabar Foundation

Clearwater Montana
Properties, Inc.
Clearwater Resource Council

Rob Colley and Kate Godfrey
Conifer Logging
David and Jody Cooley

Helen Desiree Cooper In
Memory Of Wendy Lofting

Margery Copenhaver In
Memory Of R. Wendell
Copenhaver

John Patrick Corkran In
Memory Of The Gib Kriese
Family

Dan Corti and Melissa
Godlewski

Gene and Lynn Coughlin
Ron and Elva Cox

E. Barry Creany

Cross Charitable Foundation,
Inc,

Kathy Curran
Robert and Delores Curry.
Charles Curtin

Mark and Mary Cutler In
Memory Of Bob Griffes

John and Cheryl Dale

Orville Daniels and Olleke
Rappe-Daniels

Ty.and Alyssa Daniels

_ Bill Davis

Defenders of Wildlife
Frank and Pat Delleo
Ben and Susan Demers
Josiah Denham

Meg Devereux In Memory Of
Wendy Winslow Lofting

Larry and Debbie Dillree

Craig and Laurie Dixon
In Memory Of Jerry “jake®
lacobsen

Driggers Foundation
DRKK Farms Inc.
Drum Coffee

EBar [ Ranch In Memory Of
Wendy Winslow Lofting

Tim Edwards and Gayle
Hudgins

Vickie Edwards and Paul
Rudd

Sarah Elsasser
Smoke and Thelma Elser

- Phioto by Andy J. Boyee
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Virginia Emley niViemo
O %Vendy Lg%ing 4
Phyllis'and Teresa/Evans
Tom andiTerri Farago
John and |an Farrar:

Blair Flerschmam In

MemoryOf Wendy Winslow

ejfrig)

Bruce Heming

Frediand BecRy Fleming:
Pat-Fogarty s

Norm and Barbara
Fortunate

Gaplnc: 7™
Alden Garrett «o 8 8

Randy Gazda
GE Foundation
Pete and Connis Giese In

David Johnson

Heather Johnson and Brad
Andres

Roger and Rhea Johnson
Todd and Twyla Johnson

Jordan Park Mission 1st
Fund In Honor Of Stoney

Burke
Mike Kadas

Travis Kavulla

Janet Kekich In Memory Of
Jerry “Jake” Jacobsen

Betsy Kelly In Memory Of

YeBhd GaillGrimess
" Brettand Zelda Haines In

Memory Of Lu Hurmmel.
Francis Gjefle

Hank andiGathy Goetzin
Honor, GfJim Goetz

Jim Goetz I HanorOfHank'-

an Gathy !

Memory Of Kim Haines
Bee Hall andMarta Ernstin

Wendy Lofting

Ward Kemmer and Peggy
Adams

Daniel Kemmis

Lisa Kemp In Honor Of
Harry and Cindy Poett

Kendeda Fund

Amanda Kent In Memory Of
Wendy Lofting

Kettlehouse Brewing
Charlie and Marcia Knell
Bob and Ellen Knight
James Knopf In Memory Of

_ - {:
Maﬂ(eﬁ#g. t

High Stakes Foundation
Tad Hilton

Wendy Winslow Lofting
Rick and Sue Knudsen
Hod and Willa Kosman
John and Renee Kolalski

Michele Krolczyk In Honor
Of Krolczyk Family

Marshall and Sharon Kyle In
Memory Of Doris Iverson
Lachall, Cohen & Sagnor In
Memory Of Wendy Winslow
Lofting

Karen Laitala In Memory Of
Lee Laitala

Linda Hugulet in Memory/
Of Jane Stone

Miranda Hunterin'Memory

Tom and Judy Lehman

gne Leirfallom In Memory
Of Sonja Leirfallom

Peter Lenmark

Lauren Leslie

Tony Liane

Lincoln Ranger District

Land Lindbergh and Janet
McMillan In Memory Of Bill
Potter

Jon and Lee Linen In
Memory Of Wendy Winslow
Lofting

@f Thomas B, Hunter Il
(Bud)

{-Iurlburt Farm & Forestry,
nc.

I'Kriow Jack; LLE In Memog/
Of Pat & Ellen Mulcare an
rmold &Je551e Cogswell

-_Kate ItzkowitzIn Honor: Of;
Wendy Winslow LLofting
Dennyand Gharlotte
IVerson

\GaryandiShiaron Jacobsen:

Chuck and Gerryjenmngs
Steve and Suzanne Jester:
Bob Johnson

De Little

Livestock Loss Board
Jerry Loendorf

Wendy Lofting

LOR Foundation

Chris and Jean Lorentz

Lovett-Woodsum Family
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Greg Low

Jeffrey and Susan Lubetkin
Elise Lufkin

Ernie and Renee Lundberg

Photo by Mannix Brothers Ranch



Fred Lurie
Jack and Natalie Lyon
Lydia Macauley

Mary Malone In Memory Of
Wendy Winslow Lofting

Brent and Stacey Mannix

Cole Mannix and Eileen
Brennan In Memory Of Bert
Mannix and In Honor Of
Darlene Mannix

Darlene Mannix
Mannix Brothers, Inc.
Terry Mansfield

Carol Marburger

Les and Rita Marcum
Jerry and Sharon Marks

Bruce Marra In Memory Of
Wendy W. Lofting

David Marshall
Josh Martell
Addrien Marx
Bill Massee
Chelsea Maus
Frank Maus

Sou Mayahi-Barrett and
John Barrett

Lori, Mike and Janice
McCormick

Brian and Tyra McDonald
John and Patricia McDowell
Don and Barb McNally

Eloise McNally In Memory
Of Beth Cocchiarella

Mac McPhee
Ted and Kim Mead

Stanley Meyer In Memory
Of June Meyer

Meyer Company Ranch
Roger Michel

A. Eugene and Myrtle Miller
Dave and Marcy Miller

Phoebe Milliken In Memory
Of Wendy Winslow Lofting

Gale Minot In Memory Of
Wendy Winslow Lofting

Missoula Electric Coop
Missoula Power Equipment
Caitlin Mitchell

Montana Department of
Environmental Quality

Montana Department
of Natural Resources &
Conservation

Montana Environmental
Education Association

Montgomery Distillery
Jim Morris

Morris Ranch
Marguerite Munsche

Hillary Murray In Memory
Of Wendy Winslow Lofting

Elspeth Nairn In Memory Of
Wendy Winslow Lofting

National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation

Karen and Tim Neel
Paraic and Becky Neibergs

Arnold and Portia Nelson
In Memory Of Jerry “Jake”
Jacobsen

James and Faylene Nelson
Doris Neudecker
New Belgium Brewing

Larry and Nadine Newman
In Memory Of Ron Gipe

_“_-—_—._J =

Katy Ng

Duane and Rosa Ny‘gaard
In Memory Of Jerry “Jake”
Jacobsen

Tom and Patricia Nygren
Roy and Susan O'Connor
Phil and Chris Oakenshield
Andrew and Karen Oberg
Kali Orton

Keith Orton

Jacquelyn Ostervold In
Memory Of Chip Ostervold

Partners for Conservation
Karen Peterson

Robert and Marietta Pfister
Ken and Pam Pitman

Harry and Cindy Poett In
Honor Of Gordon Poett and
Nicole Harrison

Ponderosa Snow Warriors
Wym and Jan Portman

Jim Posewitz and Gayle
Joslin

Betty Potter In Memory Of
Bill Potter

Rick Potts

Pam and Ken Price
PRO Outfitters

Jay and Kay Proops
Karissa Ramstead

Bob Rangitsch

Brian and Joanne Rapp
Charles and Leslie Ray

Mike and Renee Redler In
Honor Of Judy Mitchum

Darrell Reese
Edward and Virginia Reilly

Photo by Andy J. Boyce



Samuel and Beverly Reynolds
Larry and Susan Richardson

Royal Riedinger In Memory Of
Cooper Burchenal

Alan Robert and Gloria Wahlin
Sandra Roe

Janna Rolland

Rolling Stone Ranch, LLC

Paul Roos

John and Gayle Salisbury
Lynn Scarlett

Janelle Schiller

David Schmidt

John Schmidt In Honor Of Deb
Dillree

Judy Schmidt In Honor Of Sara N
Schmidt

Sara Schmidt

Jennifer and Tony Schoonen
Marsha Schweitzer

Seeley Lake One Stop
Seeley Lake Ranger District

Charlie Sehorn In Memory Of
Christine N. Sehorn

Dr. Stephen Seninger and Daphne
Herling

Robert Shaw
Hugh and Barbara Sheehy

Margaret Sheldon In Memory Of
Wendy Winslow Lofting

Ron and Addie Shields
Steve and Kathleen Shirley

m“\l_l_‘"l"

Brian and Karen Sippy

J.D. Smeallie In Memory Of Fred
Danforth

Alivia and Ty Smith
Mark and Lisa Smith
Wayne Smith
Michael Snyder

Soil and Water Conservation
Districts of Montana

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Michael Stansberry
State of Montana

Jason Steorts

Judy Stephan In Memory Of Wendy
Winslow Lofting

Jenny Steward

Wade and Diana Stitt In Memory Of
John & Marjorie Stitt

Glendon and Joy Stocking
Ella Stoker

Dan and Sue Stone

Jim, Colleen and Brady Stone

Rick and Pat Stowell In Memory Of
Jerry “Jake” Jacobsen

Earl and Glenna Stucky

Jim and Karen Stutzman

Bill Sullivan and Sid Long
Cindy Super

David Swanberg In Honor Of
Swanberg-Caton Family

Bob Swanson

Taste Buds Kitchen

»
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Anne Taylor and John Richardson
John Teller and Amy Tykeson
The Brainerd Foundation

The Llewellyn Foundation

The Stray Bullet (Zoe LLP)

The Wilderness Society

The William Penn Foundation In
Memory Of Wendy Winslow Lofting

Thomas Meagher Bar

Rich Torquemada and Cherie
Peacock

Trout Unlimited

Christine Tull

U.S. Bureau of Land Management
US Bank Visa Rewards

US Fish and Wildlife Service

US Forest Service

Thomas and Julie Vacura

James and Marcia Valeo

Peter and Maria van Loben Sels

Burling Vannote In Memory Of
Wendy W. Lofting

Juanita Vero

Louis and Mary Vero
Steve and Chris Wallace
John Warehime

Vicki Watson

Dana Watts In Memory Of Gerald L.
“lake" Jacobsen

Irene Weaver

Douglas Webber and Nancy
Winslow

Brett and Doreen Weber
Richard Weidner

Art Weiner and Carol Fries
David and Ruth Weis

Duke Welter

Brad Weltzien

Gary and Beverly Weltzien
David and Mary Dale Wesley
Western Conservation Project
Bob Whaley

Elizabeth White In Honor Of Moose
on the Loose Lumber Company

Andy and Diane Whitehead
Robert and Maricel Wiesner
Wilburforce Foundation

Jamie Williams

Price and Laura Williams

Elinor Williamson

Mark Willms and Noreen Walsh
Roberta Wingfield

Gary and Rita Wolfe In Honor Of
Gary Burnett

Sally Wood

Steve and April Woodhouse

J.B. Yonce In Memory Of Cooper
Burchenal

Charles Zlock

Jim and Bev Zygmond In Memory
Of Bob Griffes

Photo by Mannix Brothers Ranch
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